
Blue Ridge Middle School PTO Meeting 
January 9, 2019 

 
Call to Order: 9:37am 
 
Attendees: Michael Thompson, Jen Boner, Jennifer Heffron, Kristen Gorczyk, Brion Bell, 
Anne Lyons, Amelia Herztberg,  
 
Quorum was met. 
 
Passing of December meeting minutes: 
Jen Boner made motion to pass minutes. 
Anne Lyons seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Principal’s Report: Brion Bell 

• United Mental Health Team: A new initiative at the middle school level this year. 
It provides a full continuum of emotional, social, and behavioral support to 
students. With this program comes a dedicated social worker at each middle 
school and we’re working on getting a psychologist at each school. Wendy Young 
is the BRMS psychologist. Initiatives include kindness week in October, peer 
support groups, and suicide screenings. Team members include Lottie Kohl, 
Wendy Young, Mary Ann Stetter, Penny Cohen, Eryne Racino, Todd Peterson, 
Danielle Savastano, and Amy Illife.  
At the beginning of the school year a needs assessment for all students is 
conducted. For example 47% of current 8th graders noted a need for help with 
anxiety, so the Team responded by including lessons in Health classes about 
anxiety coping techniques. Generally this isn’t a focus on specific students, but 
aims to improve the entire school population. The newest program is Sources of 
Strength a student-led model where they try to identify kids who are possibly 
struggling in some way.  

• Name Game: It was a great success! We completed it the last two days of school 
prior to winter break. Knowing our children is the backbone of the school and 
it’s one of our favorite traditions. 

• Elementary Transition: Currently underway. Music try nights are beginning next 
week and the parent information night for upcoming 6th graders will be March 
12. 

• Scheduling: Beginning next week. New class offerings next year include 3D art as 
an 8th grade elective.  

• Academic Bees: Nathaniel Hertzberg won the spelling bee yesterday. Regional 
Bee is February 28 at Stone Bridge HS. Geography Bee is next week.  

• BRMS CIP/Furniture: CIP is a public document available online for parents to 
review. For example, in 2024 we’re slated to receive new LED parking lot lights 
and a brand new chiller in 2021. Will continue to submit requests to remove Lab 
3 in the cafeteria, remodel the library, and improve bathroom layouts.  

• Eighth Grade Picnic: Will take place at Ida Lee on June 3 with a rain date of June 
5 from 10:15 to 12:45. Cost will be $1875.  



 
Officer Reports: 

• President: Jennifer Heffron  
o Due to the resignation of Melissa Gluck and Sunita Ruhnke new officers 

were elected. Michael Thompson will be Secretary and Anne Lyons and 
Heather Felt will be VPs of Drama. 

o Marcy Hudson filed an extension of the PTO’s taxes this year. They will 
now be due May 15.  

o Bylaws Review: We review our bylaws every other year. If anyone wants 
to be part of the process please let Jennifer Heffron know.  

o We are visiting Trailside MS on Friday to learn how they use furniture to 
support PL and what ideas we can bring back to Blue Ridge. 

• Treasurer: Jen Boner 
o The bank statement and PTO financial records for November and 

December were reviewed by Cynthia Clubb. All was found to be in order. 
o Accounting: Please see attached report. 
o Grant Requests: 

▪ Specials Grant: Requesting $162.24 for the purchase of 8 dozen t-
shirts for Tech Ed awards. Specials Grant line item has a balance 
of $250. I motion to approve this request taking $162.24 from 
the Specials Grant line item. 
Amelia Hertzberg seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

▪ BRMS Improvement Grant: Requesting $15,000 for purchase of 
instructional furniture to support the LCPS implementation of 
PBL, PL, and 5Cs. Each teacher will receive $430 for their 
classroom or they can pool the money to make larger purchases. 
There is currently $15,002.81 remaining in this line item. I 
motion to approve this request taking $15,002.81 from the 
BRMS Improvement Grants line item. 
Kristen Gorczyk seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

▪ Drama: Motions below do not take away from the overall PTO 
budget. Instead, they are moving monies within the Drama budget 
to cover additional unanticipated expenses. Multiple grant 
requests as follows: 

• Request to increase Artistic Staff: Orchestra line item to 
$7100 in order to accommodate increase in orchestra size 
from 10 to 14 musicians. Orchestra line item currently has 
$6000 to be spent. I motion to move $1100 from 
Expense Additions to Budget for 2018/19: Drama 
Improvements to Artistic Staff: Orchestra to 
accommodate the increase in orchestra size. 
Kristen Gorczyk seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

• Request to increase the budget for rental of a projector as 
a main component of the set/scenic display from $1495 



(approved at the December PTO meeting) to $3484. This 
change is the result of Ms. Stevens not notifying the PTO 
that the projector rental fee of $995 is per week prior to 
the December vote. We need to allow for a three-week 
rental due to the snow dates. Ms. Stevens is checking to 
see if the rental fee can be paid after the show is over so 
that we only pay for what we use or if the extra week’s fee 
can be refunded if we don’t use our snow dates. $3286.86 
can be freed up from other expenses within the Musical: 
Production line item. The remaining $197.14 will need to 
come from other Musical line items. I motion to move 
$197.14 from the Musical: Front of House line item to 
the Musical: Production line item for the purpose of 
projector rental. 
Brion Bell seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

• Request to increase the Musical: Production line item by 
$395 in order to accommodate the purchase of Animated 
Digital Scenes rather than Still Digital Scenes as previously 
requested. The Musical: Digital Scenes line item currently 
has a balance of $600 to be spent towards this request. I 
motion to move $300 from Expense Additions to 
Budget for 2018/19: Drama Improvements to Musical: 
Production for the purchase of Animated Digital 
Scenes. 
Brion Bell seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
I motion to move $95 from Musical: Front of House to 
Musical: Production for the purchase of Animated 
Digital Scenes.  
Brion Bell seconded.  
Motion passed unanimously.  

• Request for $200 for a projector mount. I motion to move 
$200 from Musical: Front of House to Musical: 
Production for this expense.  
Kristen Gorczyk seconded. 
Motion passed. 

• VP of Drama: Anne Lyons  
o Costume parade will happen January 11. Not all the costumes are ready, 

but they will showcase what they can. We are behind on the ticket sale 
process, but we’re working on getting that started. Poster distribution 
will start the week of January 21. Saturday February 2 is a full casting call 
with the orchestra. Tech week is February 11-14.  Anne and Heather will 
be reaching out to the crew leads as soon as possible to determine the 
status of their activities and where they need support.  

• VP of Communications: Kristen Gorczyk 



o We’ve had a request to designate box tops for a specific purpose. Mr. Bell 
said some Valley students would like to do a PBIS project to beautify the 
cafeteria that we could certainly use the box tops for. Kristen will work 
with our Box Tops Coordinator, John French, to spread the word and to 
see what might be done to encourage families to send in their box tops. 
Deadline for final box tops submission is in March.  

 
• Volunteers and Events Coordinator: Tami York (report given by Jennifer 

Heffron) 
o New this year – credit card readers available for concessions and food. 

We will also be ordering gluten free pizzas. Everything is on schedule for 
the event scheduled February 8.  

• MSAAC Representative: Erin Bucci 
o No report. 

• SEAC Representative: Beth Gordon 
o No report. 

 
Current/New Business: 

o Teacher Appreciation Committee: Maribeth Cronin (report given by 
Jennifer Heffron) 

o There is a plan to do something in late February or early March – 
perhaps a baked potato bar. More coordination will take place to 
make this happen.  

o Nominating Committee: We will be starting the nominating process at 
the February meeting. If anyone would like to be chair or help with the 
process please let Jennifer Heffron know.  

o Wifi: We are hoping to make improvements to improve bandwidth for 
students.  

o Computer Science pilot: Blue Ridge will be submitting a request to be 
one of the five middle schools to pilot a new CS program in the county 
next year.  

o Mrs. Mueller and Mrs. McDarby: Blue Ridge has lost two members of 
their staff family. Mrs. Mueller passed away in late December. The school 
will be organizing a tribute to her in the Spring. If anyone would like to 
contribute memories or pictures of Mrs. Mueller, they can be sent in to 
the front office. Mrs. McDarby retired from Blue Ridge last year. She was 
struck by a motor vehicle and killed last week. Her funeral is on Saturday 
at Zion Church in Lovettsville.  Condolences can be sent to the school and 
they will be shared with the McDarby family. 

 
 
Adjourn: 11:37am 
Next meeting: Tuesday February 5 at 6:30pm 


